
Town of Ovid Comprehensive Plan:  Planning Process

What is a Comprehensive Plan? 

A voluntary set of written and graphic materials that identify 
the goals, objectives, principles, guidelines, policies, standards, 
devices and instruments for the immediate and long-range 
protection, enhancement, growth and development of the town 
located outside the limits of any incorporated village or city. 

It includes a thorough analysis and inventory    of current data 
showing land development trends and issues, community 
resources, and public needs for transportation, recreation and 
housing. 
- New York State Division of Local Government Services

Process and Actions to Develop a Comprehensive Plan

1. Public Hearing
2. Begin SEQR process
3. Amend plan if needed 
4. Town Board Adoption    
       of Final Plan

1. Focus 
efforts

2. Survey 
and Analysis

3. Identify 
Goals & 

Objectives

4. Develop Policy 
Recommendations

5. Review and 
Adopt Plan

6. Implement 
and Evaluate

Relationship between Comprehensive Planning and Zoning

• Zoning is only one tool to implement Comprehensive Plans. Other 
tools include development of design guidelines, budgeting 
for capital improvements, or applying for Federal, State or Privately
Funded Programs. 

• Adoption of a Comprehensive Plan does not require the 
adoption of zoning. However, if challenged in court, zoning 
must be proven to be based off of a “planning process.” 

• In 2008, 71% of Towns had Comprehensive Plans. In that same  
year, 71% of the Towns had Zoning. However, there were many 
Towns that had only Comprehensive Plans or only had Zoning.  

Feedback gathered from 
Oct. 7th Public Meeting #1

Feedback gathered from Public 
Meeting #2 (Date TBD)

Use of appropriate land 
use tools (e.g., zoning, 
site plan review, 
conservation 
easements, incentive 
programs, etc.)

Based on goals and objec-
tives, policies could include 
the establishment of beau-
tification programs, archi-
tectural standards, proper-
ty maintenance laws, junk 
car regulations, Right-to-
Farm laws, watercraft reg-
ulations, etc. 

Analyze information for 
trends, existing conditions 
and regulations, and de-
velop goals and objectives 
based upon these trends. 

Conduct basic research, 
mapping, and analysis of 
the information to 
evaluate the community’s 
present circumstances and 
its future potential.

Determination  of work 
plan and scope of the plan. 
Identify Comprehensive 
Plan Committee. Develop 
a broad vision for the Plan. 


 =  Opportunity for Public  P  
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